An error analysis on the understanding of Elliptical constructions by the first semester students of English Department of Widya Mandala Catholic University Surabaya, academic year 2003/2004 by Kurniawaty, Yoviebiola
AI\T ERROR AI{ALYSIS ON THE UNDERSTANDING OF
EI I IPTICAL CONSTRUCTTONS BYTHE FIRIiT SEMESTER
STUDENTS OFENGLISH DEPARTMENT OF
VIDYA MANDAI.A CATHOLIC I,'NTVERSITY SURABAYA,
ACADEMIC YEAR 2m'3/MO4
A THESIS
As Panid Fulfllmenr of the Rcquirements
for the Seqarrf Pcndidikan Degrec in






; (ra teE l (s*ru
YOVIEBIOI.A ICT'RNIAWATY
mtDwtST
UNIVERSITAS KATOLIK WIDYA MANDAI.A SURABAYA
FAKULTAS KEGURUAN DAN ILMU PENDIDIKAN
JURUSAN PENDIDIKAN BAHASA DAN SENI




ThC thCSiS CNtitIEd ..AN ERROR ANALYSIS ON THE
TINDERSTANDING OF ELLIPTICAL CONSTRUCTIONS BY TI{E FIRST
SEMESTER STUDENTS OF ENGLISH DEPARTMENT OF WIDYA
MANDALA CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY SURABAYA ACADEMIC YEAR
2003/2004" prepaed md submitted by Yoviebiola Kumiawaty (1213099187) has
been approved md acceptod as prtial fulfihnent of the requirements for the




This thesis has been examined bv the committee on Oral Examination with










tlEdn of the Teacher Training Faculty Head of the Fnglish Departrnent
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Above all, the writer would like to thruk JESUS CHRIST for His
wonderful blessing that enables her to carry out this thesis.
The luiter would hle to acknowledge her indebtedness to:
The writer's beloved parents, I{r. Flariyanto and Fenty Pudjiati, to whom
she dedic*ed this thesis.
The uniter's dearest brothers dr. Yolsr Kumiawan, Efrayim Yoan
Setiawm and Yesaya Yop Sangaji Rahrdimto for their great fun, love
and supports.
The writer's big family in GPdI Mur Serumbai Surabaya, for their prayer
and zupports.
Drs. M.P Soehisno, M.A, the writer's first advisor, for his help,
encouragemqrt, valuable advice md support during the writing of this
thesis.
5. Drs. Hendra Tedjasuksmana M.Hum., the writer's second advisor, for his
guidmce, patience, tolerance and consfructive criticism.
6. First-Semester Students of English D€partuent of Widya Mandala
Crholic Universiff Surabrya Academic Yw 2003/2O04, as their





7. Lecturers of English D€,parm€,nt of Widya Mandala Catholic University
for their teaching md guidmce during the writer's study at this
depatnent.
The uriteds friends, whom the writer cannot mention by their nmes here,
for their wpports md the beirefits of their comm€,lrts.
The writer's boarding house friends for their care, attention, supports
duringthe good and hard times, md fortheir lovely friendship as sisters.














- .  
TABLEOFCONTENTS 





l. l  BackgroundoftheStudy 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
1.2 Statqnentof theProblern 
. . . . . . . . . . . .3
1 .3  Ob jec t i veo f theStudy  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
1.4 SignificanceoftheSrudy 
.........4
1.5 Scopeadl imitat ion 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . - .4
I 1.6 Theoretical Framework
,  
ucat t r orK.. . . . .  
. . . . . . . .5
I .6.1 Conn"ast iveAnalysis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
1.6.2 Enor Analysis ... ... . .. . .. . . . ...6
l .6 .3E l l i ps is  
. . . . . . . . . . . .6
1.7 Def in i t ionofKeyTerms 
. . . . . . . . .7
1 .8  ResearchMehod. . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8
1 .9  TheOrgan iza t iono f theThes is . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . .8
ustAtaAr
Krtoll! Widrr Lrdrb
CHAPTER II: REVIEW OF THE RELATED LITERATT]RE
2.1 T\e Under ly ingTheor ies. . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . .9
2 .1 .1Connas t i vema lvs is  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9
2.1.2 Enor Analysis . . . . .  . .  . .  .  . .  .  .  . . .  . . .  . .  .  . . .  . . .  . .  .  l0
2.1.3 TheoryofEl l ipsis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  14
2.1.3.1TheNatureofEl l ipsis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .15
2.1.3.1.1TextualEl l ipsis . . . . . . .  16
2.1.3.1.2 Situmional E lipsis .. .... 17
2.1.3.1.2.1 Ellipsis in Declarative Sentences . . . ..... . l 9
2.1.3.1.2.2 Ellipsis in Interrogilive S€ntences .... . ... 19
2. l .3.2cl i tenaof El l ipsis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20
2.1.3.3 ClassfficationofEllipsis ........22
2.1.3.4 Another Theory of Elliptical Construction .......23
2.2 T\e Related Previous Studv ... ... .... . ... ... ...25
CFIAPTER III: RESEARCH METHOD
3.1 ResearchDesign. . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .28
3.2 Subjects . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .29
3.3 Insf tnmentof theDataCol lect ion. . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .29
3 .3 .1  TheVd id i t yo f the lns t rum€nt . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .29
3 .3 .1 .1  TheTypsFormof the l tems . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .31





CHAPTERIV: FINDINGS ANDDISCTJSSION OF TI{E FINDINGS
4.1 Findings
4.1.1 Types of Errors in Completion of Sentences Using Elliptical
Pro - fonns  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  40
4.1.1.1 Erron ofAuxilirr' .............. 4l
4.1.1.2 ErrorsofPro-forms --....--...--- 42
4.1.1.3 Errors of  Copula . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  42
4 . l .1 .4Misce l laneous . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .43
4.1.2 Types of Erron in Completion of Sentences in Isolded Clsusal
El l ipsis . . . . . . . . . .43
4.1.2.1 BrorsofAnril iary ..............45
4. l .2.2EnorsofVerbPhnse.. . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .45
4.1.2.2.1ErronofVerb . . . . . . . . .6
4 .1 .2 .2 .2Enorso fCopu la . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .47
4.1.2.2.3 Errors ofVerb plus Complement ................-...... 47
4. 1.2.3 Msinterprenation f Instruction or Making Condusion ..... . ..48
4. l .2.4FrrorsofNounPhxas€.. . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .48
vll
4. l .2.4. lErrorsofPronoun . . . . . . . . . . . . .48
4.1.2.4.1.1 Errors of Subjective Pronoun ... . .. . . . ..... 49
4.1.2.4.1.2 Enon of Objective Pronoun ... . . . . .. ...... 50
4.1.2.4.1.3 Errors of Possessive Pronoun ... ... ........ 50
4.1.2.4.2ErrorsofNoun . . . . . . . . .51
4 . l .2 .5Enorso fWordOrder . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .51
4.1.2.6 Enors ofChangingMeming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  51
4.1.2.7 Addition of Unnecessay Utterances ............. 52
4. l .2.8Enorsof languageFunct ion. . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  52
4 . l .2 .9Subs t i tn t ions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .52
4.1.3 Types of Errors in Completion of Discourse Clausal Ellipsis in
Dialogue . . . . . .52
4.1.3.1 Enorsof VerbPhrase.. . . . .  . . . . . . .54
4 .1 .3 .1 .1  Enorso fVerb  . . . . . . . . .55
4 . l .3 . l .2Er rono fCopu la . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .55
4.1.3.1.3 Errors of Verb plus Comple,ment ......56
4 .1 .3 .2Enorso fNounPhrase . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .56
4.1.3.2.1Errors fPronoun ...-......57
4.1.3.2.1.1 Errors of Subjective Pronoun ............... 58
4.1.3.2.1.2 Errors of Possessive Pronoun ... ... ....... .. 58
4.1.3.2.1.3 Error of Objective Pronorm . ...... . .... . ... 59
4.1.3.2.2 Errors ofNoun ......... 59
4.1.3.3 Enon ofAuxi l iary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .60
vlll
4.1.3.4 Errors of Word Order...... ....... 60
4.1.3.5 Errors of Mjective .. ... .. .. . . . . ... ... 6l
4.1.3.6 Subst i tut ions . . . . . . . . .  - - . . . - .61
4.1.3.7 Enors sf ChengingMeming ........61
4 .1 .3 .8Enorso fLanguageFunc t ion . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  62
4.1.3.9 Addition of Unnecessav Utterances .................. --. 62
4 . l .3 . l0Er ro rso f  Adverb  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .62
4.2 T\eDscussionoftheFindings .............-..63
4.2. I Enors in Completion of Sentences Using Eliptical ho-forms . .. ..... 64
4.2.1.1 EnorsofAtxi l iav . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .64
4 .2 . l . l . lAbse ,nceo fAux i l i a rv  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .64
4.2. l . l .2MisuseofAuxi l iarv. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .65
4.2. l .2ErrorsofEl l ipt icalPro-forms.. . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .66
4.2.l.2.lMisuseofEllipticalPro-forms .............. 67
4.2.1.3 Erron of  Copula . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  68
4.2.1.3.1Absence of Copula ..........68
4 .2 . l .3 .2Misuseo fCopu la . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .69
4.2.2EnorsinCompletionof Se,ntencesinlsolaedClausalEllipsis ...........71
4.2.2.1 EnorsofAuxi l iarv . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .71
4.2.2.1.1AbsenceofAuxi l iary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .72
4.2.2.1.2 MisuseofAuxi l iary. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . .73
4.2.2.2EnorsofVerbPhrase . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .74
4.2.2.2.1 Erron of  Verb . . . . . . . . . . . . .74
It(
4.2 .2 .2 . l . lM isuseo fVerbForm. . .  . . . . . . . . . . .74
4.2.2.2. l .2AbseirceofVerb . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .75
4 .2 .2 .2 .2Er rono fCopu la . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  76
4.2.2.2.2.1MisuseofCopula. . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .77
4.2.2.2.2.2 Absence of  Copula . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  . . . . . . . .  .  .  . . .  7 8
4.2.3 Errors in Completion of Discourse Clausal Ellipsis in Dialogue ........... 78
4 .2 .3 .1Er ro rso fVerbPhrase . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .79
4.2.3.1.1 ErrorsofVerb . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .79
4.2.3.1.1.1AbsenceofVerb . . . . . . .79
4.2.3.7.7.2 Misuse of  Verb Form . . .  .  .  .  . . .  . . .  . . .  . . . . . . .  - . . . .  8 I
4.2.3.1.2 Errors of  Copula . . . . . . . . .82
4.2.3.1.2.1 Absence of  Copula . . .  . . .  .  .  .  . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  .  .  .  . .  . . .  82
4.2.3.2BnorsofNoun Phrase.. . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .  83
4.2.3.2.1Enorsofhonoun ........83
4.2.3.2.1.1 Errors of Subjective Pronoun ... ... .... . .... . 84
4.2.3.2.1.1.1 Msuse of Subjective Pronoun.. 84
4.2.3.2.1.1.2 Absence of Subjective Pronoun 85
CTIAPTER V: CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS
5.1 Conclusion ...... 87
5.2 Suggest ions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .90





Kurniawaty, Yoviebiola. 2004. A\ Error Analysis on tte Undentanding of
Etliptical Constructions by the tr'irst Semester Studenb of
English Depertment of Widya Mendale Catholic University
Surabaya, Academic Yer,r 2OO3D004. Advisors: l) Drs. M.P
Soetrimo, M.A, md 2) Drs. HendraTedjasuksmana, M.Hum.
Key words: Error Analysis, Ellipsis
Ellipsis which is mmmonly found in daily communication both
written or spoken should be uDd€rstood as a whole me,ning. Ellipsis means that
there re words or clauses that are omitted in the delivered s€nt€nc€s as the reader
or listener will understand what the speaker or uniter means. On the other hand,
whether or not the users of the ellipsis achrally understmd how to correctly
consfruct or complete the sentenc€, and what kinds of errors they may make in
completing s€nt€nc€s re $ill big questions. These conditions arouse the writer's
curiosity on the undersanding of elliptical constructions by the firs-semester
stude,nts of English deputment of Widya Mandala Catholic University, Surabaya
Those students are of the acadmicyar 200312004.
By using the reseach method of descriptive qualilative, the writer
conducted this thesis. The instrument used was a test. Concerning that ellipsis was
a broad topic; the writ€r divided the test into three prts: Pilt d conpletion of
sentenc€s using elliptical pro-forms; part B, completion of sentences in isolated
clausal ellipsis; md part C, completion of sentences based on dialogue contsds. It
was first tried out to two of five classes (55 stud€nts) and the writer got the result
that the t€st was reliable then the writer continued to adminisfiaFd the test to the
remaining three classes (80 students), as the subjects of this stud. From the data
the writer found that in part A there were errors of auxiliary (47%), errors of
elliptical pro-forms (3l.9lo/o) md €rrors of copula (16.94yo). In part B, the
students made enors of auxiliry Q5.45y') and errors of verb phrase (20.687o).
While in part C, they made erors of verb pbrase (31.75y0, and errors of noun
phrase (20.30olo).
As Englisfo is a foreip language that is taught in Indonesi4 it is
importmt to teaci basic Engli$ gramnar to the students correctly. The
lndonesim students hould realize the Engli$ sfiuctures r+,hich are different from
the Indonesim stnrctur€s. This is importflt, as mmy students tend to trmsfer the
struchres of their native lmguage to the Fngli5[ language the learners are
studying- The students need to b€ trained well before they re expected to teacl
English whe,n they graduate from the English departm€nt.
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